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DIAGNOSTICKÝ TEST PRE 2. ROČNÍK (17.9.20)
1 Write true sentences using comparative form of the adjective (2.stupeň)in brackets.
1 New York City / Bratislava (large)
________________________________________________________________
2 Empire State Building (443m)/ Pisa tower (56m) (tall)
________________________________________________________________
3  Rome / Los Angeles   (historical)
________________________________________________________________
4  Comedy / historical drama  (funny)
_________________________________________________________________
5 Maths / P.E. (difficult)
_________________________________________________________________
2  Complete the sentences using superlative form of the adjectives (3.stupeň) in brackets
1. The Danube is ______________ (big) river in Slovakia.
2. Rex is his ____________ (old) pet.
3. Australia is ____________ ( small) continent.
3	Complete the sentences. Use the comparative or superlative form (2. alebo 3. stupeň )of the adjectives in brackets.
1	What’s _______________ (expensive) thing you’ve ever bought? 
2	The Hobbit is _______________ (short) book than The Lord of the Rings.  
3	It’s _______________ (scary) story I’ve ever read. 
4	My new TV has _______________ (bad) picture than my old one. 
5	Today’s comedies are _______________ (boring) than comedies in the past. 
6	Who do you think is _______________ (good) actor in Hollywood? 
7	Travelling by coach is _______________ (cheap) than travelling by train. 
8	Mum bought _______________ (big) cake in the shop for Jamie’s birthday.
9	Johnny Depp is _______________ (attractive) now than when he was younger. 
10	That was _______________ (exciting) party of the year. 
4	Complete the sentences. Use as ... as, too or enough and the words in brackets. 
1	The new teacher isn’t _______________ as the last one. (popular) 
2	I don’t want to see the film. It’s _______________. (violent)  
3	We haven’t got _______________ to buy three tickets. (money)  
4	I don’t think I’ll go for a walk today. It’s _______________. (wet) 
5	Is that exercise _______________ this one? (difficult) 
6	Why didn’t Denise get the job? She’s _______________ Gerry. (clever) 
7	Don’t drink that coffee now. It’s _______________. (hot) 
8	The Twilight film isn’t _______________ the book. (good)
9	She didn’t get the part in the film because she isn’t _______________. (funny) 
10	I can’t come to the cinema. I haven’t got _______________ before football practice. (time) 
5. Put the verbs in brackets in correct forms ( past simple or present perfect)
1. I ________ (send) an email to Jack last week, but he hasn’t replied.
2. We feel at home in this village because we ________(live) here for 6 years now.
3. I ________ (sell) my old mobile phone last month.
4. He __________(buy) a new car. Look, it’s parked over there.
5. I ________ (lend) some money to my brother 2 days ago.
6. ______________(he/ ever see) Titanic?
7. Tom _________(not give) me the money back yet.
8. We _______(move) to this house in 2010.
9. I ___________(not feel) well since last Easter.
10. Our team _________(not win ) a single match last season.


6 Write 3 products which you can buy at:
a) stationer's-


b) butcher's-


c) greengrocer's_



7. Write 2 ways how you can pay in a shop:




8. Write 3 advantages of doing shopping in a shopping centre ( celou vetou):








9. Write 3 disadvantages of doing shopping online (celou vetou):








SHOPPING(8.10.20)
1.
Shopping is one of the most popular leisure time activity, especially for women. They can spend hours going from shop to shop, trying on various clothes or just looking at the shopping windows. Sometimes they go to the shop with no intention to buy anything. This activity is called windowshopping. Men, on the other hand, consider shopping tedious and visit a shop only when they need something. If they are forced to accompany their partners, they usually have a coffee at the restaurant while waiting for their wives or girlfriends.
2.
The customer is king and the customer is always right are two sayings that define shopping experience especially in the USA but to certain, though lesser, extent also in the UK. The shopping assistants always greet the customers, are polite, patient and willing to help them. The shops´ interiors are designed to fulfil customers´ needs, some are furnished with comfortable sofas where you can sit down, some even offer a coffee or tea, or have play centres in case that infants get bored.
3.
Every shop wants to attract customers and win in the world of a strong competition. That is the reason why they offer special price reductions, all kinds of sales all year around, some can have a special customer card. Coupons are very popular in the UK and the USA. Coupons can be found in newspapers and magazines and are used to get some money off products.
4.
People in the UK can choose between town centre shops and out-of-town shopping centres. The shops in the town centre are mostly chain stores specialised in selling one type of goods, but there are also department stores there. Shopping centres offer many of various shops under one roof with the possibility to use other services as well, for example a restaurant, a cinema, a dry cleaner´s, a bank or a post office.
5.
In the USA downtown shops used to be very popular but big shopping malls, built out of cities have stolen many of their customers and due to this fact many of their owners have lost their business. Shopping malls typically have got one or more anchor stores, which are stores that are famous and are supposed to attract customers to the mall.
6.
Outlet malls are very popular in both countries. They sell goods at a lower price than normal shops. The reason for this may be the failure to sell the goods in ordinary shop or some of the goods are so called seconds, which means that they have certain faults and thus cannot be sold at normal price.
7.
Mail-order shopping is typical, especially for the USA. It was designed to serve people who lived a long way from shops. Sears and Roebuck catalogue was issued and offered  descriptions of many products of different kinds. People just ordered the goods by mail and the goods were delivered to them. Although, Sears cancelled the production of this catalogue in the  1990s, mail- order shopping has maintained its popularity and nowadays thanks to the Internet many people started shopping on- line which allows them to browse as many goods as possible even from different countries and pay in advance.( ADAPTED FROM OXFORD GUIDE TO BRITISH AND AMERICAN CULTURE)
1. Find synonyms in the text to the following words:
a) regard  __________
b) dull       ___________
c) satisfy   ___________
d) child     ___________
e) rivals     ___________
f) different __________
g) occupation _________
h) flaw           __________
i) publish     ___________
j) cease       ____________
2. Answer these questions in your own words:
1. What is an outlet mall?
2. What is a mail- order shopping?
3. What options do the Americans have when they want to go shopping?
4. Where are shopping malls built?
5. What is windowshopping?
6. Based on the text are there any differences between shops and shopping in the USA/UK and Slovakia? If yes, what are they?
3. Write 3 products that you can buy at:
a) grocer's-
b) stationer's-
c) newsagent's-
d) electrical store-
4. Which way of doing shopping (shopping centre, online shopping...) do you prefer and why?
5. a) Write 3 types of services you regularly use.
    b) Write 3 types of services you have never used.
6. What's your favourite shop (stone or online)? What does it sell? Why is it your favourite shop?
7. What do you think a consumer society is? Do you think we live in one? Explain your answer.























FOOD (4.11.20)

1.   Put the into the correct place in the chart.

	
	cereals
	meat
	leguminous plants
	dairy products
	seafood

	octopus
	
	
	
	
	

	cheese
	
	
	
	
	

	peas
	
	
	
	
	

	milk
	
	
	
	
	

	mutton
	
	
	
	
	

	veal
	
	
	
	
	

	lentil
	
	
	
	
	

	barley
	
	
	
	
	

	pork
	
	
	
	
	

	wheat
	
	
	
	
	

	butter
	
	
	
	
	

	beans
	
	
	
	
	

	venison
	
	
	
	
	

	rye
	
	
	
	
	

	lobster
	
	
	
	
	





2. Cross the odd one out.

	trout
	salmon
	plaice
	lamb

	ketchup
	oregano
	mustard
	dressing

	vinegar
	cream
	curd
	cottage cheese

	roll
	crisp
	pasty
	bagel

	lollipop
	cotton candy
	shrimp
	liquorice








3. Put the  into the correct place in the chart

	
	many
	much
	few
	little
	some 
	a / an

	pepper
	
	
	
	
	
	

	bread
	
	
	
	
	
	

	croissants
	
	
	
	
	
	

	water
	
	
	
	
	
	

	juice
	
	
	
	
	
	

	apples
	
	
	
	
	
	

	flour
	
	
	
	
	
	

	spice
	
	
	
	
	
	

	orange
	
	
	
	
	
	

	roll
	
	
	
	
	
	




4. Name the food/meals in the pictures and match them to the country where it´s a national food/ meal.

	hot dog, bubble and squeak, small potato dumplings with sheep cheese, fish´n ´chips, damper soda bread, anzac biscuits, butter tart, apple pie, muffins, roast beef, pavlova, sirloin steak, steamed sweet dumplings, poutine,small baked rolls with milk and poppy, salmon jerky




	Slovakia
	

	Canada
	

	USA
	

	Australia
	

	the UK
	














Pictures:

1[image: anzac biscuits aussie food.jpg]   2 [image: fishnchips.jpg]  3[image: bryndzhalusk.jpg]

4[image: bubble and squeak.jpg]   5 [image: muffin.jpg] 6[image: apple tart.jpg]


7[image: hot dog.jpg]  8  [image: butter tart canada.jpg]   9 [image: parenebuchty.jpg]


10[image: damper soda bread.jpg] 11 [image: Sunday_roast_-_roast_beef_1.jpg] [image: pavlova aussie food.jpg]12

13[image: opekance.jpg]  14[image: sirloin steak.jpg]  15 [image: poutine canadian food.jpg]

16[image: salmon jerky canada.jpg]





SPORTS (11.11.20)
Division of sports. Fill in the box putting ☺where appropriate
	sports
	indoor
	outdoor
	team
	individual
	summer
	winter

	surfing
	
	
	
	
	
	

	football
	
	
	
	
	
	

	golf
	
	
	
	
	
	

	skiing
	
	
	
	
	
	

	boxing
	
	
	
	
	
	

	gymnastics
	
	
	
	
	
	

	riding
	
	
	
	
	
	

	table tennis
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ice skating
	
	
	
	
	
	



Sports equipment. Match the sport with the sports equipment you need to practise it.

1. ice hockey                                           a)  bat
2. fencing                                                 b)  net
3. swimming                                            c)  oar
4. archery                                                 d) snorkel
5. billiard                                                  e) puck
6. squash                                                   f) club
7. boat racing                                            g) sword
8. baseball                                                 h) racket
9. golf                                                        i)  bow
10. volleyball                                              j)  cue

Sportswear. Fill in the box putting ☺where appropriate.

	sports
	pads
	goggles
	kimono
	boots
	helmet
	polo shirt

	karate
	
	
	
	
	
	

	swimming
	
	
	
	
	
	

	skiing
	
	
	
	
	
	

	golf
	
	
	
	
	
	

	hockey
	
	
	
	
	
	



Sportsmen. Match the word with its definition.
	1.goalkeeper
	a)a person in cricket who throws the ball at the batsman

	2.striker
	b)a person who controls the direction of a rowing boat

	3.defence player
	c)a player whose main job is to attack and score goals


	4.cox
	d)a baseball player who catches the ball if a batter doesn´t hit it

	5.bowler
	e)a player whose job is to stop the ball from going to their own goal

	6.catcher
	f)a player whose job is to prevent the other team from scoring



Multiple choice. Choose the correct answer.
1. The football player was sent off the playground for arguing with the ____________ .
a) umpire     b) controller    c) referee   d) judge

2. The result of the boating race was the ___________ as both competitors finished at exactly the same time.
a) victory     b) equality       c) loss         d) dead heat

3. In Slovakia it is expensive to hire a tennis __________ for an hour.
a) court         b) playground   c) pitch      d) rink

4. When playing football, it is always better to wear football ________ than regular trainers.
a) shoes        b) kickers           c) boots     d) sneakers

5. They are always very disappointed after they ________ the match to Socks.
a) score         b) lose                c) win        d) miss

6. The tennis player ________ the ball very hard.
a) hit             b) kicked             c) threw     d) gave

7. When learning how to ski, small children are often told not to use their _________ at first.
a) sticks        b) clubs                c) bats        d) poles

8. In a ________ race, the runner has to jump over small fences.
a) relay          b) hurdle              c) sprint     d) long

9. Jesse Owens was a legendary runner who ________ three Olympic records.
a) broke         b) overcame         c) made      d) did

10. There are the best ____________ for skiers in Austria.
a) mountains   b) hills                  c) peaks     d) slopes

11. He won the 100 metres backstroke __________ .
a) race            b) match               c) game      d) tournament

12. If you want to go scuba- diving in the ocean, you should wear ____________ on your feet.
a) boots         b) flippers              c) fins         d) slippers

13. The school team won the competition thanks to their great __________ .
a) director      b) headmaster        c) leader      d) coach

14. He plays chess very well. He always ____________ his opponents.
a) checkmates b) wins against      c) withdraws   d) destroys

15. Paragliding is considered to be a very __________ sport by many people.
a) extreme       b) extravagant        c) eccentric           d) extrovert

16. Jordan ________ and the ball went through the basket.
a) jumped        b) skipped               c) dunked             d) pranced

17. Jumping over ____________ is a good way to keep fit.
a) skipping lace           b) jumper            c) skipping rope            d) jumping rope

18. The ___________ are not allowed to watch the football match in stadiums because of the problems they caused there in the past.
a) hooligans                 b) vandals            c) vagabonds                d) gangsters



19. The swimmer ______________ a dope test and was disqualified.
a) lost                           b) passed              c) failed                         d) confirmed


20. After the other team had broken the rules, home team was awarded a ___________ .
a) kick                           b) hit                    c) point                          d) penalty
























CULTURE AND ARTS (9.12.20)
Put the words in the right place
prose   still  photographer  playwright clef  conductor  watercolour  aria  statue  tune  dolly  amplifier graffiti poetry  easel  bust  blockbuster  bestseller   one- act play plinth
Film _______________________________________________________________________________
Music______________________________________________________________________________
Theatre____________________________________________________________________________
Literature___________________________________________________________________________
Sculpture___________________________________________________________________________
Painting __________________________________________________________________________________

Places and events. Answer the questions.

1. Where do you go to see a gig ? ________________
2. What place do you visit to see any portraits? __________________
3. What is the name of the institution where you can see the display of historical artefacts? _______________________
4. What do we call a place outside where you can see how people lived in the past?_____________
5. What place do you go to when you want to see a film or a play outside? ____________________
6. What do we call a musical event which lasts more than one day? __________________________
7. What school  can you attend when you want to learn how to play a musical instrument? _________________________
8. What shop do you go to to buy a book? _____________________________
9. What do we call a type of tour when the tourists go and see monuments, museums, statues?_______________________________________
10. What is the name of the special room in cinema where the film is shown? ____________________________


Multiple choice. Choose the correct option.

1. If you want to, you can __________________ in a short film competition.
a) be a part              b) participate     c) contribute   d) attend
2. John Williams composed the Home Alone  ________________  .
a) orchestra            b) recital              c) musical         d) soundtrack
3. The actor forgot his text twice so he had to be ______________ .
a) whispered          b) prompted        c) hissed           d) talked
4. Harry Potter ______________ has made the most money in film history.
a) franchise            b) compilation     c) collection      d) business
5. Horror films usually are ____________ 15 or 18 for violence.
a)  categorized       b) scaled              c) rated              d) marked


Culture and arts. Cross the odd one out.
	poetry
	verse
	prose
	poems

	film
	movie
	picture
	play

	audience
	spectators
	viewers
	watchers

	composer
	conductor
	melodist
	writer

	charcoal
	brush
	eraser
	pastel



The jobs in the world of cinema. Match the job with its duty.

a) director of photography   1.a person who makes changes to film before it is shown
b) screenwriter                       2. a person who writes score for the film
c) editor                                   3. a person who operates the main camera
d) gaffer                                   4. a person who writes lines for the film
e) key grip                                5. a main person responsible for electricity
f) composer                            6. a main technician

Fine arts. Match the word with the picture.

a) landscape
b) portrait
c) still life
Pictures:
1.[image: portrait.jpg]         2. [image: landscape.jpg][image: still life.jpg] 3.




















JAZYKOVÁ SÚŤAŽ (9.12.20)
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Reading
For questions 11-20, choose from the sections of the article (A-F). The sections may be chosen more than once. (10 points)
11. the reason why a false story about the history of baseball was made public      ______
12. a past belief that it was not worth keeping records on matters such as baseball   ______
13. the importance of baseball in people's lives  _______
14. the discovery of a document indicating baseball existed even earlier than had previously been thought  _______
15. uncertainty as to what future investigations of the origins of baseball will focus on  _____
16. a belief that the true origin of baseball might never be firmly established  _____
17. a belief that baseball developed gradually rather than having a single starting point ______
18. a contrast between what is known about baseball and what is known about well-known people in US history  ____
19. the enormous importance of facts and records in baseball  _____
20. the identification of an individual who was claimed to be the inventor of baseball ______

Listening
You will hear someone talking about the sport of elephant polo. For questions 1-10, complete the sentences. You  may use one or two words. 0.5 point for each correct answer. (5 points)
ELEPHANT POLO
Elephants are 1. ______________________  animals and so they enjoy elephant polo tournaments.
The 2. __________________  of a goal in elephant polo is the same as in football.
A player and an elephant 3. ____________________  both sit on each elephant.
It is against the rules for the elephants to use their trunks to 4. ________________  the ball.
A total of 5. _________________  elephants are required for a game to take place.
The participants are in action for a total of 6. __________________  during each game.
The stick used in the game is both 7. _______________ and  __________________ .
The elephants sometimes want to 8. _______________________  in front of a goal.
An elephant with a bad 9. _____________________  will be taken out of a game.
African elephants are not used because 10. _______________________  cause a problem.
VOCABULARY
For questions 21-30 read the text below and decide which answer (A,B,C or D) best fits each gap. (10 points)
NEIGHBOURS INFLUENCE BUYING DECISIONS
However objective we 21 ___ ourselves to be, most of us do not judge a  product solely on its merits, considering quality, value and style before making a decision. 22 ____, we are easily influenced by the people around us. There is nothing 23 ___ with this. It is probably a smarter way to make decisions than 24___ on only our own opinions.
Research in Finland recently found overwhelming evidence that neighbours have a big influence on buying decisions. When one of a person's ten nearest neighbours bought a car, the 25___ that that person would buy a car of the same brand during the next week and a half 26 ___ by 86 per cent. The researchers argued that it was not just a 27 ___ of envy. Used cars seemed to attract neighbours even more than new cars. This suggested that people were not trying to 28 ___ up with their neighbours, they were keen to learn from them. Since used cars are less 29___, a recommendation of one can 30 ___ influence a buying decision.
21         A convince              B guess              C believe             D value
22         A What's more       B Instead           C Unlike              D In place
23         A wrong                   B silly                C bad                   D daft
24         A basing                   B trusting        C supposing        D relying
25         A chances                B potential      C possibilities     D forecast
26         A boosted                B rose              C enlarged          D lifted
27         A thing                      B point            C matter             D fact
28         A keep                      B stay               C hold                D follow
29        A responsible            B reliable         C reflective       D reversible
30        A fiercely                   B strongly         C firmly             D intensely

GRAMMAR
Put the verbs in the newspaper article in the correct form. ( 15 points)
An Alsatian dog called Gunther 31 ______________________ ( recently/buy) Madonna's former home in Miami for $ 8 million. Gunther, who last year 32 ___________________ (inherit)  $150 million from a German countess, signed on the dotted line with a paw print.
' I knew I could trust him because he 33 __________________  (make) a stupid decision before, said an aide, who 34 ______________________ (work) for Gunther since the death of the countess. The aide also 35 ____________________ ( explain) how the dog 36 ____________________ ( earlier / reject) Sylvester Stallone's $25 million estate. ' He certainly 37 ___________________ ( have) a good nose for a bargain.'
The house in Miami is not Gunther's only property. There is another house in Germany which 38 ________________ ( own) by him. Gunther 39 ____________________ ( already/ make ) himself very much at home in Miami. He regularly 40 ___________________ ( tour) the countryside in his BMW 41 ______________ (drive) by his personal chauffeur and when he feels like 42 _____________________ (swim), he 43 _______________ (take) an occasional dip in his swimming pool. ' Gunther is 44 __________________________ ( currently/ think ) about his next purchase,' said the aide. ' Perhaps he 45 __________________ (follow) Madonna to London. I heard Barking is a nice area.

















COMMUNICATION (16.12.20)
1.________________________
Communication is a means of transmitting information from one person to the other. We can divide it into two main groups, the first one being a verbal communication and the second one being a non- verbal communication. Both of these types of communication can be further analysed,subdivided and studied. Let´s have a closer look at both verbal and non- verbal communication.
2. ________________________
means that we use words to communicate. It can be divided into written and oral. Written messages are sent through writing and received through reading. Oral message is sent through speaking and received through listening. Writing, reading, speaking and listening are therefore four main skills every person should be able to use in order to be an efficient communicator in any language.
3.________________________
means we use  forms  of information transfer other than using words. This type of communication is an inseparable part of expressing our feelings, mood, understanding, acceptance, refusal and so on. It is not dependent on specific languages, however, there some cultural differences from country to country. Sometimes the differences can occur within one culture. This is caused by the fact that people can be members of different groups.
4.________________________
are movements of certain body parts, mainly limbs, meant to convey some feelings or intentions. Typical example may be  a´ thumbs up´ which means O.K. However, if you scuba dive and you are under water, it has got the opposite meaning and signals, ´Bring me up quickly, I´m drowning.´ So, be careful when you gesticulate.
5.________________________
define a set of  movements of one´s facial muscles to show one´s feelings. It is probably the first means of communication a human child learns. Twisting one´s face means disgust or disaproval. Smile on the other hand means happiness, satisfaction. However, one should beware of two- faced people with smiles on their faces but cold eyes.
6.________________________
Communication is not a privilege of mankind. There are other species which are able to send and receive information. A man is certainly  the only example of animal kingdom that can speak language he is, however, not the only one with vocal chords. Communication using sounds is typical for dogs, cats, whales and many others. Dogs may even use their paws to communicate. When they want something, they can scratch you until you give it to them.

EXERCISES
1. Match the following headings A- G to the paragraphs 1-6. There is one extra heading you don´t need.
A    FACIAL EXPRESSIONS
B    VERBAL COMMUNICATION
C    ANIMALS COMMUNICATE
D    GESTURES
E    NON- VERBAL COMMUNICATION
F    LANGUAGE SKILLS
G   THE  MAIN DIVISION
2. Find words in the text that match the following definitions.
a) A(n)  _________________  is a state of mind at a certain time.
b) A(n) _________________   is something that a person plans to do.
c) To ______________ means to die by inhaling water into the lungs.
d) A(n) ________________ person is a person who says one thing and thinks another.
e) A(n) _________________ is a right that is not enjoyed by everyone only by the chosen individual or group.
f) A(n) _________________ is the foot of a mammal with four legs.
3. Based on reading the text answer the following questions.
1. What is a communication?
2. How do we divide communication?
3. What is a verbal communication?
4. What are four language skills?
5. What is a non- verbal communication?
6. How do we divide a non- verbal communication?
7. What is the difference between gestures and facial expression?
8. How do animals communicate?
4. Topics for further discussion.
1. Why do people communicate?
2. Which of language skills is the most difficult to learn for you?
3. Which of language skills is the easiest to learn for you?
4. Do you prefer written or oral communication?
5. Tell some more examples of gestures and facial expressions.
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The origins

A Textbooks once stated with
complete certainty that baseball was
invented in Cooperstown, New York,
in 1839, and provided as proof the
picture of a dusty, ripped ball pulled
from an attic trunk. It turned out to
be a hoax. The next official version
put the origin in Hoboken, New
Jersey, in 1846. That story stood
until 2001, when a librarian found
two 1823 newspaper references to
baseball games in Lower Manhattan.
Then, in May 2004, a clerk walked
out of a library vault in Pittsfield,
Massachusetts, waving a faded
ordinance from 1791 that banned
the playing of baseball within 72
meters of the big church in the town
square.

B For baseball, there is no
agreement on which century the
first game was played. It could have
been the 18th century; it could

have been the 13th century. There
is some record of each. There is

no agreement on which continent
baseball was invented in. Was it
North America, Europe or Africa?
There is evidence for all three. ‘With
a sport like baseball, which so cares
about statistics and its past,’ the
historian Doris Kearnes Goodwin
said, ‘you would think that this
major detail of the past would be the
crown jewel to find. Baseball, after
all, is the ultimate sport of figures
and dates. The origin of the game is
the fabulous treasure.”

C ‘People ask: when was the

first baseball game?’ said John

of baseball

Thorn, the baseball historian who
uncovered the existence of the
Pittsfield ordinance during a middle-
of-the-night Internet search. ‘It may
be an unanswerable question. That's
what makes it eternally fascinating.”
Ted Spencer, long-time curator at
the National Baseball Hall of Fame
in Cooperstown, New York, added
another perspective. ‘Did you know
the Pittsfield ordinance also bans
another bunch of sports, including
football?” Mr. Spencer said. ‘Did
you know nobody cares? But they
care that it mentioned baseball. I
got calls from reporters all over the
country. That’s because baseball has
a spiritual hold on the American
public.”

D The most commonly accepted
theory is that baseball has no
specific starting date or place of
invention. The game, they say,
evolved over time. Still, it does raise
some fundamental questions: Why
has baseball’s earliest history been
so undiscovered? Why is it that the
small details of the lives of celebrated
American pioneers are so public but
until recently little was done to trace
baseball before 1823? ‘Because the
daily lives of prominent leaders in the
American colonies were considered
important and someone wrote the
details down,’ said Mr Shieber, the
Hall of Fame's new media curator.
‘But the games were child’s play and
often regarded as a wasteful use of
time. They weren’t documented in
the same way.’

E Placing the origin of baseball in
Cooperstown in 1839 was the work

of a turn-of-the-century commission
empowered by A.G. Spalding, the
sports goods businessman, who
influenced the findings to ensure
the sport had, in his words at the
time, ‘an American dad’. That
became Doubleday, an officer during
the American Civil War, who was
supposed to have laid out the first
baseball field in Cooperstown. In the
latter half of the 20th century, this
tale was totally discredited.

F At the Hall of Fame, Mr. Spencer
pointed to a reproduction hanging
on a wall. It is a drawing from Spain
in 1251 of people playing a game.
‘There’s a bat and there’s a ball,’

he said, looking at the drawing. ‘It
looks like two guys playing baseball
to me.’ Not far away is another
reproduction of an Egyptian wall
inscription: pharaohs perhaps
engaged in another ball game. ‘1
guess the searching could go in any
direction,” Ms. Goodwin said.
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